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Programme Dates and Events
November 28th TUESDAY 2pm Xmas social
December 8th FRIDAY 7.30pm Christmas Dinner (at White Cross)
January 30th TUESDAY 2pm – paintings
February 27th TUESDAY 2pm – Workshop
March 23rd - AGM
April 20th (not 27th)– The Zeebrugge Raid – Adrian Roberts
FRIDAY 7.30pm
May 25th – DVDs
June 29th – Miniatures
August 3rd (not July 27th)– Talk
August 18th SATURDAY 10am-4pm- Biennial
August 31st– Biennial feedback
FRIDAY 7.30pm
September – Workshop
October 30th TUESDAY 2pm – Members’ models
November 27th TUESDAY 2pm – Xmas social
And a reminder that members’ models, irrespective of state of construction, are
not only welcomed but positively required at all meetings.

CHAIRMAN’S NOTES – OCTOBER MEETING – Peter Rogers
Unfortunately, we have learnt that Philip Baggaley will be unable to attend future meetings following a
deterioration in his health. It is hoped he will find it possible to continue his modelling. He will be sorely missed
and our best wishes are extended.
Only two models were presented at the meeting,
both by Peter Rogers. His model of a Scottish
Scaffie Yawl was displayed, now decorated black
to the hull with other woodwork matt varnished and
with a small stand.
His latest project, a St Ives Mackerel Driver
appeared as a structural skeleton. The model is to
have a double planked hull and it is intended will be
the subject of a Log article. The method of fishing
has not been researched but schooling fish like
pilchard were often driven ashore and maybe
something similar leads to the
name. Mention was made of the
fact that the drawings show no
apparent access to the forepart of
the vessel - which can't be right.
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Either a hatch is missing or there must be an
internal access but it hardly seems likely as this
was through a fish hold and sail storage room.
John Dibdin stepped into the breach left by the
paucity of models and gave an impromptu
account regarding his naval service,
particularly regarding his specialisation in
torpedoes. This was both informative and at
times amusing but unfortunately not something
I could record in detail. John served on both
surface craft and in submarines with
responsibility for torpedo armament.
Now for something different:.If anyone is interested, John Longstaff is
looking for a new home for a signed copy in
excellent condition of Lees’ Masting and
Rigging. This is a very useful reference book
on ship-rigged naval vessels
in their heyday.
Peter Rogers is trying to find
a suitable home for his model
of a Scottish Zulu rather than
send it to the Breaker’s Yard
as storage space has run out.
Not the smallest of models,
with a hull length of 40
inches and longer with
booms extended. Lowestoft
and Yarmouth museums are
not interested as the vessels
were not locally built
(although the Zulu fleet used
these ports) and Scotland is
too far for me to deliver. Any
ideas?

GUKOR - Ron Thornton
October saw the final chapter unfold in the build process and a Russian flag is all I need to add.
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I had not planned on putting on a square mainsail as it would have been very difficult to route sheets to the winch.
However, it looked to me as though there was a rather large gap between the sails, which I did not like. After
taking advice from Society members I attempted to produce a furled sail, examples of which are drawn in most
publications. I failed to achieve anything by folding and
wrapping with cord until I compromised and used a few
stitches to hold the sail in the position I wanted. I then put
rope on the outside to make it look as though it was doing the
work. In practice the tack stitches are either not seen or at
least hardly noticed. It does go some way towards filling the
space.

A temporary keel was fashioned by cutting thin
lead flashing into oblong pieces and sliding them
onto two brass tubes protruding from the hull. Only two split pins through the bottom of the tubes held the stack.
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In this way I was able to add enough pieces to get the model floating to what I think is the water line and it soon
became apparent that my tubes into the hull were too far forward, producing a nose down attitude.
After weighing the pieces, I then cast a keel making sure to have the majority aft of the suspension rods as I did
not want to have to introduce lead into the hull. In practice this almost worked except that I needed more weight
aft than I thought so I have rather crudely added two pieces of lead pipe, one over the rear brass tube and the
other screwed to the aft end of the casting. You can just make out the keel shape in one of the photos.
The model has now had sailing trials with the new keel and it is quite stiff in a blow. I don’t know if this applies
to all square-rigger sailing but the Gukor will set itself on a reach and even with a rudder extension it is virtually
impossible to deviate it by rudder alone. It will hold the course despite full rudder deflection giving you the
impression it is out of control and only when the sails are moved off the wind will it turn. It is much more
responsive gybing than going through the wind on a tack. I have a minor problem in that the yards move much
more on one tack than the other and my rigging lines to the yard from the winch arm require adjustment.
Now we are at the end of the sailing season it will be next year before I can fine-tune the sailing qualities but for
the present I am pleased that my model shows initial promise of being a successful performer.

KEITH SMITH’S CATALOGUE OF MODELS– Part 6, 19th Century
The sixth instalment of Keith’s catalogue describes his model of Cutty Sark.
In 1869 work was started in Scott and Linton’s shipyard, Dumbarton, on a new Clipper ship to the order of
Captain John Willis. The designer of the new ship, which was intended for the tea trade from China, was Hercules
Linton, and the ship was named Cutty Sark. During construction the builder went bankrupt. Denny Brothers of
Dumbarton completed the ship, and she was launched on 23rd November 1869. She began her maiden voyage
to China on 15th February 1890.

She was of composite construction; the hull had iron ribs, deck beams and stringers with a keel and skin of teak.
The ship’s name Cutty Sark is Scottish for ‘short shirt’. John Willis was an admirer of “Robbie Burns” and his
poems. The ship’s name and its figurehead are taken from the poem “Tam O’Shanter”. The figurehead shows
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a beautiful witch ‘Nannie’,
grasping a few hairs pulled
from the tail of ‘Tam’s horse’.
A metal replica of a ‘cutty sark’
is fixed to the head of the main
mast.
It was in the Australian wool
trade, rather than the China tea
trade,
under
Captain
Woodgate, that she won her
real fame. It was said that – for
her size – she was the fastest
ship ever built. In 1895 John
Willis sold Cutty Sark to the
Portuguese firm Ferreira,
which became her new name.
During the war she was dismasted off the Cape and re-rigged as a barquentine in Cape Town.
In 1922 Captain and Mrs Dowman bought
her back, and finally today she is fully
restored in her own dry dock at Greenwich.
The model is built to a scale of 5/32in. to
1 foot. The size of the case is H 800mm,
L 1230mm, B 390mm.

Principal References.
The Cutty Sark, Longridge, C. Nepean. (Argus Books
Ltd., 1975).
Lines, profile, decks, masts, sails and rigging,
(Underhill, Harold. A.).
Award: Bronze Medal, (Model Engineer Exhibition, 1988).

A PAPER MODEL OF HMS WOLF –Ian McLaughlan -Part 5
HISTORY and DECORATION
Progress since my last article has been slow, due mainly to the intricacy of the work involved. Much time has
been spent sorting out mistakes. I will make some brief comments on this later but felt it might be worth giving
you a little of Wolf’s history first.
It appears that between the repetitive outbursts of fighting during the 17th and 18th centuries there emerged that
timeless activity of smuggling. So it was that after the war of the Austrian Succession there developed a need to
supress this activity. In 1752, as part of this effort, the Admiralty directed the Navy Board to construct six 12-gun
sloops for the purpose of intercepting and arresting smugglers. This was a role that was later to be taken over by
the revenue cutter. Of the six sloops, four were to be designed by the Surveyor and two by Pierson Lock, master
shipwright at Portsmouth. Two of the Surveyor’s sloops, Cruizer and Wolf, were to be rigged as snows, and two,
Speedwell and Happy, as ketches,. (There is a particularly good 1:48 model of one of the ketch-rigged sloops,
believed to be Speedwell, in the NMM reserve collection at Chatham.)
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The Surveyor to the Navy at the time was Joseph Allin (the younger). His father had been a master shipwright
at the beginning of the 18th century and was instrumental in the design and construction of the Ferret class of
sloops of 1710/11 for service in the Caribbean. His son was master shipwright at Portsmouth in the 1730s and
then at Deptford in 1742 before joining Acworth as joint Surveyor. Joseph Allin was a rather conservative
designer, thus it is no surprise that the design of these ‘light’ sloops harks back to that of the Peregrine Galley
of 1700 drawn up by Peregrine Osborne, whose design was to have a major influence on minor warship and
yacht development for the first half of the century.
H.M. Sloop Wolf was built in 1753/4 by master shipwright Adam Hayes at Chatham Dockyard. It is interesting
that she was given a snow rig since by this date her sister Cruizer of 1752 had been converted from snow to ship
rig. Whilst pierced for 12 guns, on commissioning in 1754 she was equipped with only eight and they just 3 pdrs
- even through the Seven Years War! Her service started at the Nore before moving to the Downs, her tasks
being mainly patrol and surveillance. In 1759 she joined Rodney’s squadron in the Channel and was present at
the bombardment of Le Havre in that year. She spent the remainder of the Seven Years War cruising in the
Channel. In 1763 she was surveyed but no repair was reported, which says something for the quality of her build.
Thereafter she was posted to the far South West. Her work from then until the end of her career was off Land’s
End, a fairly tough assignment. She was sold out of the Service in 1781.
Now back to the
model. The only
work this month
has been the
addition of a
frieze along the
external side of
the bulwarks and
the build-up and
decoration of the stern. The kit provided a print of the frieze incorporating a floral design in red and white. This
was glued to the top strake of the hull and beadings running the full length of the
vessel were placed above and below it. These were cut out of fine veneer, glued and
trimmed in the way of the gun ports and painted with gold enamel. I used some
excellent fine gauge masking tape to control the rather bulky paint being applied.
I am considering painting over the floral design as I suspect that a humble sloop
would not be adorned in such a manner.
The stern can be described as a lute stern
where a transverse concave form, through
which the rudder head passes, is set up
over the transom. I already had this form
in position. Again, in the kit, it had been
over-decorated so I over-painted it in matt
black after having scored lines in the card
print to represent the planking. The
transom itself is laid in wood. Above the
stern the cabin aft side was formed out of
four laminations. First the window

lamination was cut out using a fine scalpel and a
chisel with a 1mm blade. The windows were
glazed before attaching the piece to the cabin
structure. Over this was placed a surround
followed by an over-arching piece representing
the horizontal planking under the taffrail. Again,
this final piece was scored before painting.
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Finally, at the top of this piece, I glued
on a frieze which I surrounded with two
strands of fine copper wire woven
together and painted gold and in the
centre of which is a wreath with the
letters GR enclosed. I also used this
form of decoration to emphasize the
arches over the windows. The final
work on the stern was to place a curved
board at either side of the lute stern and
then decorate them with spun wire. The
next piece of work will be to address the
head and all its fiddly basket work for
which I am going to have to grind my
1mm chisel down to 0.5mm!

P.S. LINCOLN CASTLE - Ron Thornton
I was unable to make the November meeting but if I had been there I would have updated on progress with my
current build.
October
has
been a month
dominated by
planking, and
I found
two
photos on the net
which show the
planking
in
some
detail.
What a mess it is
on the car deck
but it is not
much better on
the promenade deck. I am not going to try to reproduce this caulking
as I assume it would not have been built this way but must surely be
the result of a re-sealing exercise rather hastily done! In practice then
almost anything goes if you are seeking realism?
I completed the after deck using 4mm wide balsa strip and cheated by
drawing an ink line down the centre of each plank. This was a bit haphazard but I thought it would be OK. After
sanding down - horror of horrors - the inked lines began to disappear and I had some wide and some narrow
planks. The planking also looked too narrow when I found photos of the original on the Internet.
I found in my garage some very thin ply that had let go on the glue lines and I was able to extract the core veneer
which was under a millimetre thick. I then planked the promenade deck at 2.5 mm width and I was much happier
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with the result. At 1/96 scale I think this works out to
just under 12”, perhaps a tad wide. The original was laid
on steel decks rather than frames so it was perhaps not
very thick.
What now to do with the lower deck? After thinking it
over and a few exploratory digs with a modelling chisel
I came to the conclusion that the best thing to do, rather
than remove would be to plank again over the top and
the photo shows this in progress. I don’t think this extra
thickness will be apparent in the finished model.
Promenade deck

Experimenting with plasticard I built the bridge deck
assembly. Quite complicated with windows all round
and I wanted the impression of glass windows rather
than painted on. The bridge front and rear were cut as
two pieces and the windows cut out. To create the

Car deck being
replanked

Bridge structure
and base of funnel

glazing I used very thin clear film designed for use with
overhead projectors. I folded this into an oblong to go
all round and to make sure it did not come apart I made
it the full depth of the cabin. This made the bridge house
completely see through so before I put on the roof I put
in a wheel, manufactured again from plasticard, and a
binnacle, although they are hardly seen.

I could not find a thin aluminium tube for the funnel but
I did have one a little under size so I decided to roll paper
with white glue around it. With a bit of sanding and filler I managed what I think is an acceptable result as a
base for the work to come with guy anchorages and seams.
All this created as a diversion from interminable planking!

TRAVERSING GUNS– John Garnish
In building the gunboat Caustic, I have reached the stage of fitting
the tackles that must have been used to turn and rotate the guns on
their circular tracks. Leaving aside carronades, which could be
rotated through a limited arc using hand spikes, I have been unable
to find any other instances of these circular tracks, giving a 180° arc
of fire on either beam, until some 50 years later with the introduction
of the enormous breech-loaders of the mid-nineteenth century. As
the War of 1812 ended before this flotilla of 12 gunboats was
completed, only two ever went into service – essentially as lighters
– so there may never have been any experience of the guns being
used. Perhaps the experiment was never repeated!
The sole surviving draft of Caustic shows that the rotating beds were
fitted with ring bolts and (probably) small wheels running on the
tracks, so I assume that tackles were used and hooked to ringbolts
near the waterways. However, I can find no evidence of this or any other arrangement, and my outstanding query
to the NMM has not yet elicited a response. Have any members come across information in this regard?
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